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Dean Stn, 


IN a former Letter I fold, that I was 
- (with you) very nearly perſuaded, 

(but would not take upon me to pro- 
nounce peremptorily) that it was imprac- 
ticable for the Church of England to 

fſubfiſt, without requiring Subſcription 
from its Miniſters to ſome other Articles, 
beſides theſe which follow, "hx; that 
4h Jeſus Chriſt was the promiſed Meſſiah, 5 
« © the Son of God, and Saviour of the 
8 — World; 


161 


* World; and that the Scripture is che 
& Rule of Faith to Chriſtians, and con- 
2 tains all Things neceſſary to Salvation; | 
«6 and that they will teach the People 
0 * nothing as ſuch, but what they ſhall de 
I” perſuaded. may be proved by the 
* Scripture. his was my Opinion at 

that Time Since that, on farther and 


frequent Conſideration of the Subject, I 


am greatly inclined to think, (kor 1 will” 
again not take upon me to pronounce 
poſitively on ſo difficult a Subject) that 
while the preſent Forms of Government 
and of; Worſhip. are kept up in the 5 
Church of England, there would be no 
Danger to it from having no other Arti- 
cles, than ſuch as thoſe above mentioned. 
he Dangers apprehended from an 
Abolition of all other Articles, are, That | 
In that Caſe, there would. be no ſufficient | 
Fence left againſt the Admiſſion of Popiſh 
Prieſts into the Church, and the conſe- 


quent 


N 3 * « G . * 


1 
quent preaching and ſpreading of Popiſh 


Doctrines; and alſo that it would open a 
Door for the Entrance of all Kinds of 
Sectaries into the Church, and one Sort 
of Dottrine would perhaps be preached | 
in dur Pulpits in the Morning, and a 


direct oppoſite one inculcated in the 
Afternoon. 


With Reſpe to "he firſt. 1 e ap- 
pretended. Dangers—Will the Roman 
Catholic ſubmit to be ordained by a Bi- 
ſhop of the Church of England? Will 

he give up Tradition, as a neceſſary Aid 
and Support to Revelation? Will he 
forego his Maſſes, and uſe « our Liturgy | EE 
Will he take the Oath of Supremacy, 

and ſubſcribe the Declaration againſt 

Tranſubſtantiation 5 If he does all this 

¶Incerely, ſurely when he has thus ſurren- 
dered the Stone Walls of Popery, he 
will never concern himſelf to defend its 


* 2 | Ramparts 
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Ramparts of Sand; he has in Fact de- 5 


agg Popery, and is become a Proteſt- 
If he does it infincerety, it cannot 


poſtbly be imagined, that when he has 
gone thus far, he will ſcruple to wade 
through the ſmall Remainder of Mire, 

and ſubſcribe the Thirty-Nine Articles. 85 
| It ſeems then to be a fair Concluſion, that 


the Articles are no Fence againſt him; 
and that there is no greater Reaſon to 


fear the Increaſe of Popery, after we have © 
parted with them, than whilt we retain 
them. : N 


Let us now review the ſeveral Proteſt- 4 
ant Seas; and ſee, whether they are more 


likely to enter into the Church as falſe 
Friends, and betray its Intereſts, after 
aboliſhing all other Articles beſides thoſe 
above ſpecified, than in the preſent! State 
of Things. —Will the Preſbyterian and 
Independent give vp their Principles of 


Church 


vt 


Church Government, and acquieſce i in 
_ Epiſcopal Ordination and Government? 
Will they make Uſe of a ſet Form of 
Prayer, and wear a Surplice? Will they 
uſe the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, and 
other Ceremonies of the Church of Eng- PFs 
land ?Will the Anabaptiſt (even ſup- 
poſing him now to have given up his 
peculiar Tenets concerning Magiſtracy 
and civil Government) baptize Infants, 


or forbear to re: baptize ſuch Converts to 


his Communion, as have been baptized 
in their Infancy ?—Will the Quaker look 

no more for the Motions of the Spirit, 
but receive his Authority for preaching 
from a Biſhop? Will he lay aſide his 
fantaſtic Notions reſpecting Titles and 
Diſtindions of Rank among Mankind, 
_ and the innocent F orms and F aſhions i in 


7 Uſe amongſt them ? Will he pay Tithes "i 


or will he even receive them ?—As to 
the Methodiſts, we already experience 
88 W bs 


[io ] 
1 the Dangers Which can ariſe from 
them: They are already in the Church, 
and the Articles are the unhappy Cauſe 
that they are ſo: They are the Door by 
which they enter, and through which 
they wiſh to drive out all, who do not 
hold their Tenets. They boaſt, that they 


are the only true Members of the Church 5 


of England; and aſſert, that the reſt of us 
are falſe Brethren, Deſerters of its Arti- 


cles of Faith, and Betrayers of its moſt 
eſſential Doctrines. . 92 


1 + From: this ſhort View of the Segaries, i it 
appears to me, that while they retain 


heir peculiar Notions concerning civil 


and eccleſiaſtical Government, concern- 5 
ing Forms of Worſhip and Church Cere- 
monies, there is no greater Danger of 
_ Confuſion of Doctrines by their Entrance 
into the Church, after giving up the 
Thirty Nine Articles, and all Articles | 
| except 


. 
except thoſe above-mentione d, than there 
is at preſent. It, indeed, on our ſurren- 
dering theſe untenable Outworks of © our 
Church, this ſhould diffuſe a Spirit of 
: Moderation among them, —ſhould induce 
many of them to relax in their particular = 
Opinions, to depart 'from their Stiffneſs 
in Matters of Indifference, and in thoſe 
Things in which the Goſpel hath left 
Chriſtians at their Liberty, and to join 
| heartily i in Communion with the Church; 
Zis not this the Event moſt devoutly to 
| be wiſhed? Is not this ftrengthening the 
Proteſtant: Intereſt? Is it not ſpreading | 
and eſtabliſhing the Spirit of Peace, 


which 1 is the true and genuine Spirit of 
the Goſpelꝰ Is it not- advancing that 
great Work, which ought to be the prin- 
cipal Object and Purſuit of our Lives, | 

. The uniting all Chriſtians in one Told 
- under one pySbayhony ?: 


- . 


n I Still 


81 


en benesesy ie bil be bee 8 
that even ſuppoſing this comprehenſive 


scheme to take Place, and the Sectaries 
to join ſincerely i in Communion with the | 


Church of England; yet they cannot at 
once diveſt themſelves of their peculiar 


_ Ways of thinking, with reſpect to certain - 


Doctrines. They will therefore give 
Vent to theſe at Times, perplex Mens 
Minds with a Variety of Doctrines, ren- 
der them unſtable i in their religious Opi⸗ 
nions, and introduce Diſorder into the 

Church. This might be, in ſome Degree, 

the Caſe for a Time; but theſe Evils 

would gradually leſſen, as new Genera- 
tions ſprung up, which had not'their pre- 

1 judices ſo ſtrongly riveted in their Minds 

by Oppoſition and ill Treatment. And 

is the Church free from every Thing ” 
this Sort, among its preſent Preachers? 

Are not their Sentiments on ſome. Sub- 

3 : — e . 


„ 
Jetta, almoſt as diametrically oppoſite to 
each other, as thoſe of a Churchman and 
a Diſſenter? Does not each ſtrive to de- 
. fend and inculcate his own. Notions ; and 
oftentimes, alas! with as much Acrimo- 
Ny, as if they were not Members of the 
ſame Church! 5 Rellect with yourlelf, T 


whether if two Neighbours of yours, 
— and - 


, were to preach in — on 
certain 'Subjefts which might be men- 
tioned, one in the Morning, and the other 
| in the Afternoon; they would not preach ; 
very different Dodrines! ? It ſeems pro- 
bable, therefore, that (at leaſt alter a © 

whule) the Church would not be much 
more expoſed to this Inconvenience, than 
it is at preſent. —But indeed, if we ſeek a 
full and entire Remedy to this Inconve- 
nience, we ſhall in vain ſeek it, but by 
| fixing again a Seat of Infallibility, i in ſome 
one, or more Men; and compelling all 
5 others to preach according to the oracular 


C 8 Deciſions, 


1 


Deciſions, which proceed from thence: N 
If we ſeek only the beſt Remedy, t that human 
Nature admits of in the Cafe, it ſeems to 5 
conſiſt, in leaving Men at full and entire 
Liberty to think for themſelves, and free- : 
Y ly and openly to expreſs their Thoughts. 5 
Unbiaſſed, then, by the Hopes and Fears | 
3 attending on the Defence of, or Oppoſi- 
tion to, Articles and Syſtems, and not 
ſoured by mutual Injuries; Truth will 
have its full Force on the Mind, and rea- 2 
ſonable Perſons will be more likely 8 
agree in Sentiments concerning it, than 5 
in any other Situation. Eccentric Ge- 
niuſes there will ſtill be, who will ſtart 
ſtrange and irrational Doctrines. Theſe 
muſt be oppoſed by Dint of Reaſon and 
| Scripture, the only effectual Weapons; 
and on whatever Side they are, Truth 


will at length ew its Greatneſs, and 
5 prevail. 


1 | 


£41] 


But no reit has yet been known to 
ſubſiſt, without ſome Articles to be ſub- 
ſcribed by its Miniſters ; or at leaſt, their | 
: being tied to the preaching up certain 


1 5 5 Doctrines particularly ſpecified to them. 5 


5 We will take this for granted at preſent; 
i andi it is an Argument ad verecundiam, that 
I ſhould not peremptorily pronounce, that 
A Church may very ſafely ſubſiſt without; 
(and as ſuch, 5 1 will pay the juſt Defe- 


5 rence to it: ).: But it is NO Proof, that it 1s 
Z  impoſſ ible for a Church to ſubſiſt without. 


Let us examine, then, what have been 
the beneficial Effects, which have been 
derived from this univerſal practice, and 
the long Experience of it, to recommend 
it to a Continuance. Has it effected Con- : 
cord and Unanimity among Chriſtians ? 
Has it prevented the Riſe of new Sects, or 
quaſhed the old ones? A very flight Ac- 


3 quaintance 


EF 16 - 
quaintance with Hiſtory, and with the i 
preſent State of the World, will warrant 


us to anſwer theſe Queſtions clearly i in the 5 


5 Negative. On the contrary, there 18 lit- 


tle Room to doubt, but that by thus ex- 
f actly marking out the Boundaries of each 8 
Church and Society, and guarding them 
with ſuch Jealouſy, the ſame Diſtinctions 
and Diſſentions among Chriſtians have 
: been handed down through many Gene- 
rations, and are likely to be perpetuated. 
Had it not been for Subſcriptions to Arti- 
cles, it is highly probable, that beſore 
this Period, we fhould ſeldom have heard 
an of Athanaſius, 1 of. Arius, and I of 
706 * Socinus, lam of Calvin, and I of Armi- 
oe” nius;” but theſe odious Diſtinctions 


8 would have been nearly abſorbed i in the 
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general N. ame of Chriſtians; the Subjects 
of Diſpute, which have occaſioned them, 
. would have been rarely treated of among 
them; and when they were, it would 


have 


. 
have been with the Moderation becoming 
this common Name; and becoming the 


Diſciples of him, who i is their common, and 
Jhould, be their I” Maſter. : 


Since, then, no beneficial Effects appear 
to have been derived from Subſcriptions, 
which might not as well be obtained by 


the Preſervation of our F orm of Govern- 


ment, and Mode of Worſhip; ; ſince they 
appear rather to have a bad Tendency, 
than a good one; why ſhould we not try, 

what will be the conſequences of aboliſh- 


ing them? They can ſcarce, ſurely, be 


worſe, than what have attended the en- 
forcing them. That this has not yet! been 
tried, is rather an Argument in its Favour, 
than a Prejudice again{t 1 it. Subſcription 
has long been tried, without Succeſs, to 
- reconcile Chriſtians to each other, to pro- 
pagate Truth, to ſuppreſs Hereſies, and to 


promote Uniformity of Opinion ar and Doc- 
 trine. 
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trine. It has not only not hadi its intended 
(or pretended) Effects, but it has had the 
direct oppoſite ones. It has kept alive 
Diviſions; it has promoted Hypocriſy and 
Prevarication ; ; it has multiplied what 


Men raſhly and falſely denominate He- 


Ts reſies ; it has given Riſe to ſeveral new 


4 Opinions and Doctrines. Let us try then 
at laſt, what the Abolition of i it will do. 
We owe much of the preſent Degree of 
| Peace among us to the Diſregard of Sub- 
ſcription 1 in Deed, while we practiſe it in 
Word; let us ſee whether ceaſing to exact, 
what after being exactedi is little regarded, 
will not produce ſtill greater Harmony 
= and Union, and contribute to the In- 
creaſe of Simplicity and Virtue, 


. But indeed it is not a "Fol: that no 
Church bas ſubſiſted without Articles, 
or ſomething equivalent to them. "The: 
_ Chriſtian Church, in mg earlieſt and beſt 


Times, 


11 


Times, 1 certainly none ſuch as we are 
ſpeaking of. There were Diſputes among 
; Chriſtians inthe Apoſtles Times, and even 
among the Apoſtles themſelves. | There 
were, what were then, and are now (tho 
improperly) called Hereſies, then ſubliſt- 
ing, and damnable ones foretold; but we 
do not read, either that the Apoſtles met 
to frame Articles, to which Subſcription 
was to be required, that they were agree- 
able to the Word of God; or that they 
. preſcribed! the Uſe of this Remedy to their 
Followers, againſt thoſe Hereſies which 
they foretold. This Practice was un- 
known, *till Men, vainly puffed up in 
their fleſhly Minds, firſt intruded them- 
ſelves into thoſe Things which were too 


1 7 85 high for them, and then deſired to im- 


| poſe their crude Conceptions concerning, 
them, as neceſſary Subjects of a Chriſtian's 
Faith. The fatal Effects of that Hydra of 
Articles and Creeds, which ſoon ſprung 


= - 


3 


o — * 
. <7" 
— — 4 4. 


3 


7. 

. 
Fi 

a: 
CE - 
= ; 

0 

Y 

hy , 
' 
8 
Wo, 
a : 

* 
wg 

= 
} 

0 
7 . 
C 


— 


a CEO 2 - fo be 1 — >> . r 5 1 2” 
25 — . IR RN. IEEE SLE pO 
. TEMA ˙ — ers ee as "= 7. 


re” 
-Þ 
bo 
| 
1 
f | 
on 
5 
* 
* 
2 


” 
? 
/ 
1 
' 
9 
4 
; 


F 


up on the ſpreading of this Humour, is 
too well known to every one. Theſe, 
indeed, have been rendered much milder 

5 5 by the greater Wiſdom and Charity of 
theſe latter Ages, and by leaving more 
the ſecret Things to him, to whom only 
chey of right belong, to the Lord our 5 

God: And may we not then reaſonably 
hope, that the entire Abolition of human 
Articles of F aith, will finally ſuppreſs all 
the abſurd Notions and Practices which 
they have occaſioned, and the fad Train 


of ill Conſequences which have followed 5 


from them ? And may we not alſo fairly 
| conclude, that the Articles are an Em- 


barraſſment and a Rock of Offence to the : 


honeſt, a Snare to the weak, and no Be. 


fence againſt the Hypocrite or wicked 
: Man? 


Theſe are the 3 which dit. 5 
* poſe me to think Impoſition of Subſcrip- 


tions 


1 


tions to human Articles uſeleſs; and if ſo, 


unjuſtiſiable. "Ml have communicated theſe 5 


* preſent Sentiments on the Sübject, in 
” the F reedom of F riendſhip ; ; and neither 
meaning to obtrude them as a Standard 
for the Judgment of any other Perſon, nor 
to preclude myſelf from changing them - 
hereafter, if I ſhall think 1 ſee Juſt Rea- 


5 ſon for it, 


Jam, &c, 
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To the PRINTER of the 


GENERAL EVENING POST. 


SIR, 


TT is an Argument, which has been 
much uſed by the Defenders of Sub- 


00 to the Thirty-Ni mne Articles, in 
Anſwer to their Adverſaries, That itisno 


perſonal Grievance; as no one is com- 


AD pelled to follow that particular Profeſ- 
ſion, into which this Subſcription is a 
neceſſary Condition of Entrance: They 

may engage in other Profeſſions or Trades, 


where their Conſciences will not have 
this Burden laid n them. 1 he Argu- 
ment | 


Fa} 


: ment is plauſible; and therefore it de- 


ſerves a fuller Anſwer, than I have yet N 


ſeen given to it. No one is, indeed, com- 


felled to become a Clergyman; but the ” 


Conſequences. may very fafely be de- 
nied, that therefore Subſcription can be 


no Grievance to any one. It muſt be (it 1 is 1 | 


true) every one's own Act and Choice; 
but ſtill the Alternative of either ſub- 
ſeribing, or abiding by the Conſequences 


e of a Determination againſt it, may be a4 


very ſad one; and this laſt Side of it may 
be attended with many real Hardſhips. 
Let us ſuppoſe a Boy, after having made 
the proper Proficiency 1 in what is taught 
at School, is removed to the Univerſity; 


= = where he behaves himſelf orderly, applies 
to his Studies, and takes the Degree of 


Bachelor of Arts, with Credit to himſelf _ 
and Satisfaction to his Parents. They 
have conducted him thus far at a conſi- 
derable E E xpence, at the utmoſt Stretch it 


2 2 may 


PE 


may be of what their Circumſtances ; 


Fe would permit, and perhaps with ſome 
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Inconvenience to themſelves; 1 they 
have other Parts of their F amily, w which 
now demand their Turn of Expence, '" 
bring them forward i in their Education. 
In any of theſe Situations, they are de- 
firous that their Son, whom they have 
educated thus far with a Deſign of his 
being a Cler gyman, ſhould take Orders 
as ſoon as his Age will permit, and 8 
lighten his Parents“ Burden by getting 
ſomething for himſelf. His own Wiſhes 
coincide with his Parents' Views and De- 
fires. The Profeſſion of a Clergy man is 
agreeable to his Diſpoſition and Turn of 
| Mind. He approves of the F orm of Go- 
vernment of the Church of England; and 
| he approves in general. oi its Ceremonies, 
. Worſhip, and Doctrines. He finds, how- 
ever, that, previous to his Ordination, he 
is to ſubſcribe his Acknowledgment of . 


certain 


26 ] 
certain Articles, in Number Thirty-Nine, 


to be all and every of them agreeable iS 
15 the Word of God: and, if he gets any 


Preferment in the Church, he is, beſides = 


5 repeating the ſame Subſcription, to read 
theſe Articles in the Church he is preſent- 
bn ed to; and after doing ſo, to declare pub- 


lickly his unfeigned Aent to them. e 


| ſets himſelf, therefore, (as every honeſt 


Man ſhould do) to read and conſider | 


theſe Articles, before he makes this Sub- 


: ſcription or Declaration. When he has 


done ſo; let us ſuppoſe, that he does not 
underſtand the Meaning of ſome of them; 
that he Doubts, whether others are agree- 


able to the Word of God; that he is of 
3 Opinion, that others are clearly not. 


With theſe Sentiments concerning them, 5 
he thinks it improper to ſubſcribe them. 3 
In this Situation, he is alarmed, in the 5 
firſt Place, with the Apprehenſion | leſt 
; his Parents, not ſeeing. Tay: in the 
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fame Light in which he does, ſhould 
be diſpleaſed with him, for not taking 
Orders: This is a very ſerious Evil, if 
he ſhould have it to encounter. But if 
this ſhould happily not be the | Caſe, 
what has he then to do? Why, he may 
engage in the Profeſſions of Law or Phy- 
fick, without Subſcription, provided he 
takes no more Degrees. Ves; but both 
theſe require a long and expenſive Sup- 
port, before there is any Chance of his 
i ſupporting himſelf by his Profeſſion; and 
this his Parents cannot ſupply. If they 
could, his Conſtitution is perhaps un- 
equal to the Fatigues of either, or his 


Talents unſuitable to them. There re- 


OE mains, however, another Reſource : the | 


various Branches of Trade lie open to 


him. Ves; but it is rather of the lateſt 
to engage in it, and muſt, on that Ac- 
count, ſubject him to Diſadvantages i in 


Any reputable Trade requires 2 
3 larger 
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larger F und to ſet out with, than his 


Parents can perhaps afford, after what 


they have already advanced for his 
Education; and the illiberal Arts uſed 
in the Conduct of moſt Trades, it is pro- 
bable, will be highly diſguſtful to che 
| good Principles and liberal Turn of 


rw Mind contracted in a Courſe of 1 inger | 
nuous Education. Which way ſoever 


therefore he turns himſelf, he beholds 

only the Neceſſity of plunging himſelf 
into Difficulties (and ſuch as he may 
very probably have to ſtruggle with 


1 during the Remainder of his Liſe) 1 


the one Hand, or Subſcription on the 


other. Under theſe Circumſtances it is 


to be feared, Subſcription. is too often 


embraced, either without the Appro- Ky 


bation of the Mind, or its Feelings 


quieted for a Time, by ſome of thoſe 
forced Conſtructions put upon the Ar- 
ticles by Expoſitors. The Sores thus 
8 ſkinned g 


N 9 © 

ſkinned aver, without being healed at 
the Bottom, too frequently break out 
again after a while, and occaſion great 
Sufferings for the Reſt of a Man's Life. 
At all Events, however, can ſuch Sub- 
1 3 ſcription, though enforced. by no Penal- 
ties, yet be ſaid to be attended with no 
real Hardſhips and Grievances? If it is. 
ſtill a Matter of Choice, it is the fad © 
Choice out of various Evils which pre- 


ſent themſelves; and it muſt remain for 
the Deciſion of the great Day of Judg- 
ment, whether it was the leaſt of them. 

To this it will be replied, That it will be 
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3 impoſſible to frame ſuch Articles, as mall 

# 5 furniſh no Matter of Cavil and Difficulty N 
= to whimſical. or overſcrupulous Con- 

ſciences. True; but the utmoſt En- 

=: deavours ſhould be uſed, to approach as 

3 near to it as poſſible; elſe Articles framed | 

on the moſt narrow-ſpirited and con- 


. , FO gs i: ö „ 2 Z 5 
— 495-9 4 * V: =- * 1 * 5 2 2 4 A 

x7 SIS 4 r ge en —— ARE IN * 3 > 
K K „ ——ä—— ae — — 


* 
* 


Pc 


— . ___ ͤ—-—-—-ꝛů —-„— — — - — . 
Co — — . — 


| trated Plan, may be vindicated on this 
3 Pretence 


— 75 x 

ay oo 2 
oo — - 

— 1 


Pretence. Does not e bende Seliſe and 
Humanity didate, that theſe Bonds of 
nion as they are called, (which; alas! 
are more commonly the Occafions ß 
Difcord and Diviſion) ſhould be formed 
on the moſt large and liberal Scale? Is 
it not a principal Duty of Chriſtianity, to 
; promote brotherly Love, to follow after 
. the Things which make for Peace, and 
to lay no Stumbling- Blocks in our Bro- 
ther's way? And does not even ſlate | 
b Policy (which ſeems to have more At- 
tention paid to it on this Subject, than 
either of the former) require, that as the 
| | Seeds of Diſſenſion and Separation ſhould 
in general, as far as may be, be rooted 


out; ſo a very particular Attention ſhould 
be paid, to have as few as poſbble 3 in re- 
ligious Concerns ? But indeed, if 1 it is ſo 
difficult a Thing to compoſe Articles, 

which the Generality of perſons ſhall 
be willing to meet as agrecable 
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